ADHESION BY HALFBREEDS OF RAINY RIVER AND LAKE (A.)
This Memorandum of Agreement made and entered into this twelfth day of
September one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, between Nicholas
Chatelaine, Indian interpreter at Fort Francis and the Rainy River and acting herein
solely in the latter capacity for and as representing the said Half-breeds, on the one
part, and John Stoughton Dennis, Surveyor General of Dominion Lands, as
representing Her Majesty the Queen through the Government of the Dominion, of
the other part, Witnesseth as follows:—
Whereas the Half-breeds above described, by virtue of their Indian blood, claim a
certain interest or title in the lands or territories in the vicinity of Rainy Lake and
the Rainy River, for the commutation or surrender of which claims they ask
compensation from the Government. And whereas, having fully and deliberately
discussed and considered the matter, the said Half-breeds have elected to join in
the treaty made between the Indians and Her Majesty, at the North-W est Angle of
the Lake of the Woods, on the third day of October, 1873, and have expressed a
desire thereto, and to become subject to the terms and conditions thereof in all
respects saving as hereinafter set forth. It is now hereby agreed upon by and
between the said parties hereto (this agreement, however, to be subject in all
respects to approval and confirmation by the Government, without which the same
shall be considered as void and of no effect), as follows, that is to say: The Halfbreeds, through Nicholas Chatelaine, their Chief above named, as representing
them herein, agree as follows, that is to say:—
That they hereby fully and voluntarily surrender to Her Majesty the Queen to be
held by Her Majesty and Her successors for ever, any and all claim, right, title or
interest which they, by virtue of their Indian blood, have or possess in the lands or
territories above described, and solemnly promise to observe all the terms and
conditions of the said treaty (a copy whereof, duly certified by the Honourable the
Secretary of State of the Dominion has been this day placed in the hands of the
said Nicholas Chatelaine). In consideration of which Her Majesty agrees as
follows, that is to say:—
That the said Half-breeds, keeping and observing on their part the terms and
conditions of the said treaty shall receive compensation in the way of reserves of
land, payments, annuities and presents, in manner similar to that set forth in the
several respects for the Indians in the said treaty; it being understood, however,
that any sum expended annually by Her Majesty in the purchase of ammunition
and twine for nets for the use of the said Half-breeds shall not be taken out of the

fifteen hundred dollars set apart by the treaty for the purchase annually of those
articles for the Indians, but shall be in addition thereto, and shall be a pro rata
amount in the proportion of the number of Half-breeds parties hereto to the number
of Indians embraced in the treaty; and it being further understood that the said
Half-breeds shall be entitled to all the benefits of the said treaty as from the date
thereof, as regards payments and annuities, in the same manner as if they had been
present and had become parties to the same at the time of the making thereof. And
whereas the said Half-breeds desire the land set forth as tracts marked (A) and (B)
on the rough diagram attached hereto (View Map), and marked with the initials of
the parties aforementioned to this agreement, as their reserves (in all eighteen
square miles), to which they would be entitled under the provisions of the treaty,
the same is hereby agreed to on the part of the Government. Should this agreement
be approved by the Government, the reserves as above to be surveyed in due
course.
Signed at Fort Francis, the day and date above mentioned, in presence of us as
witnesses:
A. R. TILLIE, CHAS. S. CROW E, W . B. RICHARDSON, L. KITTSON. J. S.
DENNIS, [L.S.]
NICHOLAS CHATELAINE . [L.S.] his x mark
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